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CALL FOR PAPERS
Introduction

The devolution of substantial policy competencies from national to subnational levels of
government has significantly reshaped policymaking. Many countries today embrace
decentralization as a policy reform. Theories of decentralization suggest that it brings
government closer to the people, improves public deliveries, promotes fiscal efficiency, and
steers the nation towards sustainable development. In consequence, regional and local
governments enjoy greater autonomy in governance, a shift essential to people’s well-being.

However, there is a snag. The traditional approach of decentralization skips cultural and
traditional practices. Multinational states inherit heterogeneous communities with varying
customary practices and their interests. Applying an identical policy to unidentical demands
could be politically unsustainable. Therefore, debates around asymmetric decentralization are
gaining traction. Asymmetric decentralization accommodates customary practices and
provides a shelter carapace for asymmetric localism through varying degrees of autonomy at
the same level of local governance.



Almost all international institutions are currently advocating for the localization of policy,
particularly regarding the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs serve as guiding
principles in achieving social, economic, and environmental development. The success of
SDGs requires policy localization. This shift requires us to look beyond traditional institutional
structures. In this effort, embracing asymmetric localism serves the common goal of a better
tomorrow.

Asymmetric policy devolution at the appropriate local level of governance has mixed
responses. The conference, jointly organized by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar National Law University
(DBRANLU), India and Georgia State University (GSU), USA through the Andrew Young
School of Policy Studies and Public Finance Research Cluster (PFRC), aims to bring all
development stakeholders onto a common platform. This joint effort intends to explore new
research ideas on accommodating asymmetries in public policy. The conference seeks
comparative international perspectives on decentralization, federalism, local governance, and
institutional asymmetries across developed and developing democracies. It will aim to produce
a policy document to contribute to the attainment of global goals and the ambitious
development agenda of Viksit Bharat.

Sub-themes
o Fiscal Federalism and Administrative Asymmetries
o Fiscal Governance and Intergovernmental Finance at National and Subnational Level
e Empowering Localities and Human Development
e Gender, Social Institutions, and Inclusive Development
e Localized Environmental Governance and Sustainability
o Artificial Intelligence, Labour Regulation, and Governance Challenges
e Legal Pluralism, Participation and Democratic Governance
e Courts, Constitutional Design, and Multi-level Governance
Objectives of the Conference

o To analyze the impact of institutional design and local governance structures on public
policy outcomes in various jurisdictions.

o To promote interdisciplinary dialogue regarding fiscal, legal, social, and administrative
asymmetries within contemporary governance systems.

e To support comparative and policy-oriented research focused on decentralization,
localism, and democratic governance.

e To establish a forum for academic exchange among scholars, researchers,
policymakers, and practitioners engaged in law, public policy, and political economy.
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Who should participate?

e Academicians

e Policy Practitioners

e Early Career Researchers

e PhD Scholars

e Postgraduate and undergraduate students



Registration and other details

Interested participants are invited to submit their abstracts of not more than 300 words, along
with 4-5 keywords. A brief bio-note of the author(s) should be submitted as a separate
document at conference2026@dbranlu.ac.in.

Important Dates for the Conference

e Last date to submit abstracts: June 30, 2026
e Communication of the abstract acceptance: July 12, 2026
e Last date to pay the participation fee: July 15, 2026

Participation Fee Structure

Designation Participation Fees (per author)
Indian Nationals Non-Indian Nationals
(INR) (USD)
Senior Functionaries 5000 50

(Government and Semi-
Government Offices),
Professors and Associate

Professor
Assistant Professor 3000 30
JRF/SRF Scholars 2000 20
PhD and Other Students 1000 10
Banking Details

Required payment can be made using the following details:

Bank Name: HDFC Bank

Branch: Seoli, Sonepat, Haryana, India - 131023

Bank Account Holder Name: Registrar DBRANLU Rai Seminar
Account Number: 50100156483861

IFSC Code: HDFC0003433

SWIFT Code: HDFCINBBXXX

Important notes for the participants

e The Conference shall be conducted in a hybrid mode.

e Authors of accepted papers shall be required to pay the prescribed participation fee for
presentation at the Conference.

e Participants shall submit the payment receipt or proof of transaction via email for
registration confirmation.

e Selected papers may be considered for publication in a jointly edited international
volume or special issue coordinated by DBRANLU and GSU faculty.

e The organizers will not cover the travel and accommodation cost of the participants.
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Important notes for the authors

The manuscript shall be original and unpublished and must not be under consideration
for publication elsewhere.

Authors are required to follow the Bluebook mode of citation.

The main text of the manuscript shall be in Times New Roman, font size 12, with 1.5
line spacing and justified alignment.

The title of the paper shall be centre-aligned, bold, and in font size 14.

Sub-headings shall be left-aligned, bold, and in font size 12.

Further sub-headings, if any, shall be in italics.

Footnotes shall be in Times New Roman, font size 10, with single line spacing.

The word limit for the full paper shall be 6000-8000 words, inclusive of footnotes.
Co-authorship is permitted subject to a maximum of two authors per submission.

The manuscript must be submitted in MS Word (.doc/.docx) format.

The submission should not contain any identification marks, including the name(s) of
the author(s), institutional affiliation, or acknowledgements, within the manuscript to
ensure anonymous review.

Contact information

For any conference-related queries, please contact: conference2026(@dbranlu.ac.in
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